
“Investing in Going for Jesus”
Luke 24:44-49; Acts 2:1-11

The missionary task compels you to trust that God’s Word points to Jesus (Lk. 24:44)
The saying that “hindsight is 20/20” could certainly apply to the disciples when it came to many of the 

words of Jesus before His death and resurrection. Jesus had warned His disciples about this death and 
resurrection multiple times before these events occurred, but His disciples could not see the reality of these 
predictions of Jesus at that time. Now was the time for His disciples to clearly see and to understand that 
Jesus — His words and His life — was the fulfillment of the promised Messiah. Now was the time for His 
disciples to understand the fullness of who the Messiah was and what the Messiah came to accomplish in the 
world. Jesus reminded His disciples that God’s Word provided all of the proof that was needed to point to 
Jesus as the true Messiah. Today, God’s Word is still the sufficient source for pointing others to Jesus. In 
investing in going for Jesus, it is essential to trust in God’s Word to point to Jesus.
1. If God’s Word is the sufficient tool or resource to point people to Jesus, what does this mean for you in 

sharing your faith with others? What’s the most effective thing that you can do to point them to Jesus?
2. How can you share God’s Word effectively if you don’t have a copy of His Word with you?
3. Who is someone that you can give a copy of God’s Word to this week? Discuss, plan, and do it!

The missionary task compels you to rely on God to open minds to the truth of Jesus (Lk. 24:45)
While the history of God’s interaction with His people and the prophecies that were all fulfilled in Jesus 

are in God’s Word, Jesus revealed that there was more that was needed to reveal the reality of these truths in 
the minds of sinful men and women. Jesus did not just leave it to the disciples to study and to figure out the 
truth on their own; rather, He did something supernatural in their minds in order to allow them to see and to 
realize the truth as it related to His identity and the validity of God’s Word. Today, while God’s Word can be 
read and even understood from a historical and literary standpoint by the human mind, only God can illuminate 
the spiritual mind of men and women to truly see and to understand that all Scripture points to and supports 
the truth of Jesus. In investing in going for Jesus, it is critical to rely on God to open minds to the truth of Jesus.
1. Read 1 Cor. 2:14. How does this verse relate to the truth of what you see in Lk. 24:45?
2. Who is one person that you know that needs Jesus to open their minds to the truth? Break into groups of 

two. Share the name of the person with the other person in your group, and then pray for these people.

The missionary task compels you to persistently proclaim the Gospel (Lk. 24:46)
Jesus reminded His disciples of something that He had told them about several times before, which 

was the simple but profound message of His death and resurrection. Jesus was making sure that they 
understood the message that they would soon be charged with taking to the ends of the earth. Jesus was 
laying the foundation for the most important and most powerful message in the world. Jesus had fulfilled in His 
death and resurrection the message of the Gospel of eternal life for those who believe. Just as Jesus 
persistently proclaimed the Gospel in and through His life, His disciples were being prepared to be tasked with 
the mission of persistently proclaiming the Gospel in their lives. Today, the Gospel has not changed. The task 
is still the same, and the need for the Gospel is greater than ever. In investing in going for Jesus, it is important 
to persistently proclaim the Gospel.
1. Based on Lk. 24:46, let your group discuss how each of you can communicate the essence of the Gospel.



2. When was the last time that you shared the Gospel with someone? How can your group work together to 
encourage each other to share the Gospel more intentionally each week?

The missionary task compels you to invite those who hear the Gospel to respond in faith (Lk. 24:47)
Now that Jesus had reminded His disciples of the essence of the Gospel, Jesus told His disciples about 

the application of the Gospel in the world. The message of the death and resurrection of Jesus was not just an 
interesting story to be told, but it is the event in history that must be responded to in the lives of those who hear 
the message. The Gospel demands a response. Because Jesus suffered and died for our sins and because 
God raised Him from the dead in victory over sin and death, the Gospel brings true and real hope for sinful 
men and women! Because of the Gospel, people can truly repent and be fully forgiven! Because of the Gospel, 
the barriers to God in all of the world have been torn down. Jesus was preparing His disciples for their mission 
of proclaiming the Gospel and inviting those who hear the Gospel to put their faith in Jesus. Today, the Gospel 
still demands a response, and the opportunity for repentance and forgiveness is available. In investing in going 
for Jesus, it is critical that those who hear the Gospel are invited to respond to Jesus in faith.
1. Go around your group and allow people to share about how they were invited to respond to the Gospel.
2. Can the Gospel be truly proclaimed without an invitation to respond? Why or why not?

The missionary task compels you to desire to see Jesus glorified in all nations (Lk. 24:47)
From the very beginning of creation by creating man and woman in the image of God, God’s plan was 

to fill the world with His glory. Sin corrupted God’s image in the world, and from the beginning of God’s 
redemptive plan for His people through the call of Abraham, God’s plan was still to fill the world with His glory. 
Jesus reinforced God’s plan in the mission that He gave His disciples. The Gospel would start in Jerusalem 
with God’s people, but the Gospel was the good news for every nation. Through Jesus, God will be glorified in 
all nations! Jesus told His disciples that they were a part of this worldwide plan of God. Today, God’s plan has 
not changed. The disciples of Jesus are still a part of God’s plan, and in investing in going for Jesus, it is 
essential that you desire to see Jesus glorified in all nations.
1. Sometimes people say that we have enough lost people in the United States; therefore, we shouldn’t be 

concerned about going all over the world to share the Gospel. Is this perspective biblical and obedient?
2. Read Rev. 7:9-12. How does this picture of heaven reinforce the plan of God in this world?

The missionary task compels you to accept that you are a witness for Jesus (Lk. 24:48)
At this point, Jesus challenged the disciples with their responsibility in the missionary task and work of 

God in the world. He reminded them that they were witnesses of the fact that Jesus was the fulfillment of the 
Messiah. In this reminder, Jesus was calling the disciples to accept their responsibility to testify on His behalf 
as witnesses of His work in the world. The disciples would now have to “take the stand” and give their 
testimony on behalf of Jesus. Disciples today are still connected to these first witnesses of the Messiah, but 
disciples today are also still witnesses. Today, our relationship with Jesus is as real as it was for the first 
disciples. As disciples, we continue to be His witnesses in this world. In investing in going for Jesus, it is 
important that you accept that you are a witness for Jesus.
1. Practice being a witness with your group. Share a testimony about something Jesus did in your life.
2. Go back to the list of people you prayed for earlier, how can you share that testimony with them?

The missionary task compels you to live under the power of God to go for Jesus (Lk. 24:49)
Jesus had promised the gift of the Holy Spirit for His disciples, and as the time of His return to heaven 

approached, He reminded them of the promised coming of the Helper. Jesus told His disciples to stay in 
Jerusalem until they were covered with the power of God in their lives. Why? Because Jesus knew that they 
work of God that He was calling them to do would require the power of God in their lives. Going out as 
witnesses for Jesus in the world would require them to live under the power of God. Today, the missionary task 
still demands the power of God in our lives. In investing in going for Jesus, it is critical that you live under the 
power of God to go for Jesus.
1. Read Acts 2:1-11. In this historical, one-time event, how did God visibly confirm the promised arrival of the 

Holy Spirit? That same powerful presence of God is in you as a believer! Do you believe that?
2. In the passage in Acts 2, what did the Holy Spirit empower God’s people to do? Could it be that we don’t 

experience the “power” of the Holy Spirit at times because we want the “power” for selfish purposes rather 
than for God’s purposes in our lives and in the world?

3. Thank God for the power He gives us to go for Jesus. Pray to be filled up to go for Jesus today!


